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Summary of Powell Marsh Alternatives Design Workshop, May 15, 1999

The public, at previous planning meetings, wrote the following property vision and goals statements.
They provide the context for the property and for our planning.  The alternatives will be evaluated for
how well they meet these goals and vision.

3RZHOO�0DUVK�:LOGOLIH�$UHD�'UDIW�9LVLRQ�6WDWHPHQW

7KH�3RZHOO�0DUVK�:LOGOLIH�$UHD�LV�DQ�H[SDQVLYH��RSHQ�ZHWODQG�HFRV\VWHP�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI
SODQW�DQG�DQLPDO�VSHFLHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZDWHUIRZO���$�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�DUHD�LV�PDLQWDLQHG�DV�D�ZDWHUIRZO�UHIXJH�
7KH�UHPDLQLQJ�SRUWLRQ�SURYLGHV�KXQWLQJ��WUDSSLQJ��ELUGZDWFKLQJ��RWKHU�FRPSDWLEOH�UHFUHDWLRQDO�SXUVXLWV��DQG
HGXFDWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV���7KH�DUHD·V�QDWXUDO��FXOWXUDO��DQG�KLVWRULFDO�UHVRXUFHV�DUH�PDQDJHG�DQG�HQKDQFHG
ZLWK�WKH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�RI�WULEDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�DGMDFHQW�ODQGRZQHUV�

3RZHOO�0DUVK�:LOGOLIH�$UHD�'UDIW�3URSHUW\�*RDOV

�� 0DLQWDLQ�WKH�RSHQ�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�3RZHOO�0DUVK�:LOGOLIH�$UHD�WR�SURYLGH�RSWLPDO�PLJUDWRU\�DQG�UHVLGHQW
ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW�

�� 3URWHFW�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�ZDWHUV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�3RZHOO�0DUVK�:LOGOLIH�$UHD�
�� ,GHQWLI\�DQG�SURWHFW�HQGDQJHUHG�UHVRXUFHV�
�� 0DLQWDLQ�DQG�HQKDQFH�KXQWLQJ��WUDSSLQJ��DQG�RWKHU�FRPSDWLEOH�UHFUHDWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ

UHODWHG�QRQ�PRWRUL]HG�DFFHVV�
�� 'HYHORS�FRRSHUDWLYH�PDQDJHPHQW�HIIRUWV�ZLWK�WULEDO�JRYHUQPHQWV��VSHFLILFDOO\�WKH�/DF�GX�)ODPEHDX�RI

WKH�/DNH�6XSHULRU�WULEH�RI�&KLSSHZD�,QGLDQV�
6. 3URYLGH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�HQYLURQPHQWDO��FXOWXUDO��DQG�KLVWRULFDO�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�YLVLWRUV�

We are providing the descriptions of the three management alternatives worked on at the May
15th, 1999, Powell Marsh Alternative Design Workshop.  These descriptions are meant to be a
simple summary of the work accomplished at the meeting.  We will be sending these management
alternatives back to you for comment with a more thorough impact analyses for each as soon as
possible.  Please hold your comments until then.  Thank you.
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Management Alternative One- Maximize habitat for waterfowl and other wildlife species that
require large, open wetlands.

This management alternative maximizes habitat for waterfowl and other species that require large, open
wetlands.  Besides a strong emphasis on maintaining the open character of the marsh, this alternative also
includes expanded mowing/cropping and possibly the construction of two new flowages.  Hiking and
biking trails would be developed.  Educational opportunities would be expanded.  This alternative would
be the most costly of the three in staff time and budget.  To help support this effort the planning group
encourages seeking additional management funding from alternative sources such as Ducks Unlimited.

LeConte’s sparrow, sharp-tailed sparrow, yellow rail, sharp-tailed grouse, and waterfowl that require
large, open wetland habitats will greatly benefit.  Shorebirds, raptors, reptiles, amphibians, and furbearers
will also benefit.  This management alternative will not only provide the most wildlife viewing
opportunities for hikers and bird watchers, but will also optimize hunting and trapping opportunities.

A.   Management of Flowages/Water
• Maintain existing dikes and water control structures.
• Add new flowages (with new dikes and water control structures) if possible in the south and

southwest portions of peatland area.  Do not consider trying to create Dead Pike Flowage by raising
Powell Road six feet (as was proposed some years ago).

• Protect water quality going into Dead Pike Lake.

B.   Vegetation Management of Open Peatlands
• Aggressively control vegetation to maximize open character.
• Cut and shear to keep tamarack at bay.  Keep vista maintained.
• Conduct burns when possible and use mowing and shearing to maintain openness.

C.   Wooded Upland Fringe of the Marsh
• Maintain wooded upland fringe areas in forested state through selective cutting instead of clear-cutting.

D.   Grassy Upland Areas
• Mineral soils: In upland areas with mineral soils plant crops and grasses to attract migrating

waterfowl.
• Peatland or Organic soils – plant buckwheat and millet and combine with mowing to provide the

necessary food, cover, water and space for waterfowl.  Crops may be difficult to grow in these areas.

(����:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW
• Maximize hunting opportunities on Powell Marsh.  To increase waterfowl hunting opportunities

outside the refuge, plant crops and mow outside refuge boundaries.
• Plant wild rice in flowages on trial basis to see if flowages will support wild rice.  Restrict rice to

Marsh flowages and do not allow it to establish in Dead Pike Lake.
• Continue Canada goose transfer to marsh.

)�����(GXFDWLRQDO�2SSRUWXQLWLHV
• Improve the main vista area and parking lot located at the end of the town road spur.  In cooperation

with the Town of Manitowish Waters, improve the town road spur that runs into the main vista area.
• At both sites, place a kiosk where visitors can get information about marsh and wetland.
• Make available naturalist-guided walks, pamphlets, and brochures for the marsh.
• Improve parking area and add some disabled access to make it easier to access marsh.
• Encourage volunteers and friends groups
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*���*HQHUDO�5HFUHDWLRQ
• Increased hiking and biking opportunities, including a hiking trail through the refuge.
• Maintain a longer open season for the refuge.

H.   Trails
• Construct a bike trail (with parking area) across the marsh to the state forest and connect either south

or on Powell Road.  Parts of the trail may need to be improved to biking standards.  West loop –
Hiking and Biking Trail.  East loop – Hiking Only

• Increase Marsh accessibility for people with disabilities.
• Install state-of-the-art kiosks with educational materials.
• Keep options open for ATV and motorized use of the abandoned railroad grade.
• Consider changing the boundary of Powell Marsh Wildlife Area to exclude the railroad grade.  Make

railroad grade part of the Northern Highland American Legion State Forest to consolidate all of the
state-owned portions under the forest.

I.    WDNR and Lac du Flambeau Coordination
• Cooperate with tribal biologists and managers on maintaining the open character of the marsh,

maintaining flowages and water levels, conducting prescribed burns, obtaining additional funding,
and maintaining tribal hunting and gathering rights as per the treaties.

• Develop memorandum of understanding with Lac du Flambeau tribe to coordinate management
projects on the state and reservation portions of the marsh.  Meet semi-annually with Lac du
Flambeau to determine a work plan.
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Management Alternative Two - Maintain existing habitat conditions on the Powell Marsh
Wildlife Area

This management alternative maintains significant portions of the wildlife area as open peatlands and
grassy uplands.  The wooded fringe along the Marsh boundary is maintained.  There are pockets of trees
and larger brush in scattered patches around the marsh.  The existing water control structures, dikes, and
ditches are maintained.  Very limited amounts of crops are planted to attract waterfowl.

LeConte’s sparrow, sharp-tailed sparrow, yellow rail, sharp-tailed grouse, and waterfowl that require
large open wetland habitats will benefit.  Shorebirds, raptors, reptiles, amphibians, and furbearers will
also benefit.  The amount of open habitat will be less than management alternative one, so there will be
fewer numbers of these species present.

A.   Management of Flowages/Water
• Maintain existing dikes, roads and water control structures.
• Water levels high in spring and fall.
• Protect water quality going into Dead Pike Lake

%���9HJHWDWLYH�0DQDJHPHQW�RI�2SHQ�3HDWODQGV
• Conduct burns when possible.
• Maintain openness and halt succession through shearing and mowing.

C.   Wooded Upland Fringe of the Marsh
• Maintain in early succession stage, other than on appropriate sites for oak that would be managed

more selectively.

D.  Grassy Upland Areas
• Plant a combination of permanent grasslands and annual crops.

E.   Wildlife Management
• Continue to transfer Canada geese to marsh.
• Continue to provide habitat for sharptail grouse.
• Keep woody vegetation along flowage where it does not adversely impact dikes.
• Plant crops for waterfowl in and outside of refuge.

)����(GXFDWLRQDO�2SSRUWXQLWLHV
• Create hiking trails with interpretive signs
• Develop self-guided hiking and birding brochures and maps.

G.  General Recreation
• Allow motorized traffic on existing railroad grade trail — split decision.

H. Trails
• Make abandoned railroad grade into non-motorized bike trail - split decision�

I.  WDNR and Lac du Flambeau Coordination
• Work with Lac du Flambeau biologists and adjacent tribal owned lands.
• Work with Lac du Flambeau to remove tamarack [along common boundary].
• Consider long-term goals, impacts, and results of management (100 years or more.)
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Management Alternative Three – Minimal intervention in natural processes on the Powell
Marsh Wildlife Area

This habitat management alternative would have minimal artificial maintenance of the wildlife area.
Natural processes would be allowed to dominate and largely determine the habitat composition.
Management with this option would include maintenance of existing roads and dikes, and periodic
controlled burns to mimic wildfires that naturally occurred in the marsh.  No additional management
actions would be done to maintain or attract waterfowl or to enhance the area for specific wildlife species.
Lowest cost management option.

A.  Management of Flowages/Water
• Maintain current water control structures.  Keep water levels high in spring and fall.
• WDNR assistance to evaluate the water quality of Dead Pine Lake.

B.  Vegetative Management of Open Peatlands
• Keep the succession of vegetation at the current level.  However, the group realized there would be

succession of tamarack and spruce trees into the Marsh with the existing vegetation management that
is occurring now.  The group identified that this management conflicts with Powell Marsh Wildlife
Area property goal number one.

C.   Wooded Upland Fringe of the Marsh
• Allow wooded areas to grow to mature timber along the wooded fringe perimeter of the Marsh.

D.  Grassy Upland Areas
• Plant permanent grasses rather than annual crops.

E.  Wildlife Management
• Keep woody vegetation along flowage to help wildlife that uses this vegetation.

Educational Opportunities
• Do Nothing

G.  General Recreation
• Allowing informal hiking and birding access.

H.  Trails
• Do Nothing.

I.  WDNR and Lac du Flambeau Coordination
• Department staff should work with biologists to manage Powell Marsh complex.




